Advanced II

I. Overview

The Advanced II Level course is designed to meet the needs of students who have  scored according to the numerical score for Advanced II on the Psychometric Exam (120-133) or students who have completed the Advanced I course 

II. Textual Materials and Methodology

The Advanced II Level students are taught from largely unabridged, authentic texts 

(1500 – 3000 words). 
At the end of the Advanced II course, the students should be able to read, comprehend, and appreciate contemporary professional texts which do not rely heavily on unusual idioms, slang, and/or highly technical terminology. They should be able to relate to and comprehend a variety of styles and forms relevant to professional needs. They should be open to exploring and seeking to define unfamiliar cultural references. Most text nuances should be accessible to them and within their professional purview.

In conclusion, the students should be able to relate text inferences to reality-based knowledge. They should be able to understand the various  ramifications of the text as they relate to other fields of knowledge within their social environment. On the performance level, they should be able to relate orally and in writing to relevant professional material.   They should be able to explore issues further and incorporate the new knowledge into their studies.

On the macro-level, students learn to categorize the journal according to genre and level (popular, professional, or academic).   Skimming and scanning exercises are used for an overview of the article including title, information concerning author, abstract, sub-titles, text coherence, illustrations, graphs, charts etc. Students should be able to relate to  writer's style including satire, irony, qualifications, and inference.  

On the micro-level, lessons stress a spiraling approach to skills taught during Advanced I, aspiring to higher level comprehension of paragraph organization including: comparisons and contrasts, examples and analogies, sequential organization, cause and effect, hypotheses and proofs.  Students are encouraged to infer the reasoning approach used: deductive (general to particular) or inductive (particular to general).

a. Text Analysis. Within the context of examining texts, lessons concentrate on: cohesion and reference and connectives. In the context of sentence functions, the following areas are discussed at this level: amplification, cause and effect, comparisons, conclusions, contrasts, definitions, descriptions, evaluations and judgments, evidence, problems, questions, findings and results, solutions, summary and conclusions.

b. Critical Reading. In concluding their analysis of the text, students complete a guided summary of the main ideas of the text.  They offer opinions and responses, identify the questions or problems which remain unresolved in the text in contrast to the author's stated aims, and identify the areas for further research both noted and not noted by the writer.

III. Internet and Library Projects

Both Advanced I and Advanced II students are required to do a personal project in which they use the Internet and the library databases to search for one or more academic articles. The articles must be in the fields of education, psychology, etc. Students receive guidance as to which journals are appropriate sources and the material chosen must be approved by the teacher. Suitable sources include professional magazines and journals, both print versions and online versions such as Educational Leadership, Phi Delta Kappan, Childhood Education, Psychology Today, The Reading Teacher, The Arithmetic Teacher, The Science Teacher, Social Education, and The Special Education Teacher.  Students are required to present a written analysis of the article and, in Advanced 2, present their project in class.

Students are encouraged to integrate content knowledge acquired in the EAP program with seminar projects in other subjects studied at the college. The objective of all project work is to help students become independent readers of academic texts in English beyond the EAP program

IV. Assessment and Evaluation

Students' reading comprehension is tested at the end of the Advanced II course. The examination consists of an authentic text (2000 - 3500 words) which may have been abridged, but not simplified, and questions. The content basis of the text is either education or an education-related topic. During the English for Academic Purposes courses, students have been exposed to a vast array of texts using education and psychology-related vocabulary. It is assumed that their learning will serve them well during the evaluative examination. 

The final exemption examination has questions emphasizing both micro and macro approaches: multiple choice, True and False with justifications, English to Hebrew/Arabic translations, short and long completions, and guided summary . Students are expected to achieve a minimum grade of 60% (70% at some colleges).

V. Final Grade

a. The final grade for the exit level is composed of the grade on the proficiency test  plus the grade on class work.  The proportion should be standard for all students within each institution.   The minimum proportion for the final exam should be 50%.

b. The class grade includes: homework, article reports, class participation, class exams, quizzes,  and attendance.

